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New Exhibits to Debut this Fall &
Winter!
GWBHS continues work on the Greater
West Bloomfield Diverse History Project,
made possible in part by a major grant
from America250MI. During this project,
we are collaborating with expert
organizations and community members to
develop new exhibits highlighting Black, 

We also are encouraging long-lasting community
participation by gathering personal recollections of Greater
West Bloomfield. Memories related to our communities’
Black, Chaldean, and Jewish history will be added to our
online digital collection, along with interviews, photos and
more. Donate your stories at
GWBHS.org/Research/Collecting-Memories.

The Diversity Project’s second and third exhibit panels on
local Chaldean and local Black history will debut at the
Orchard Lake Museum during September 13 and December
13 Open Houses, respectively. For details, see page 3. You
can also make plans to see our local Jewish history exhibit
panel displayed around the community this fall, starting at
West Bloomfield Library!

Chaldean/Iraqi Catholic, and Jewish history in Greater West
Bloomfield, exploring these communities’ significant
economic, religious, and cultural experiences and
contributions.

Sharing the Spirit of America Event
Brought Community Together
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Two hundred (200) people attended four local GWBHS
Sharing the Spirit of America events on July 8th. The
purpose of these events was to publicly gather, along with
communities around the world, to simultaneously read the
Declaration of Independence at 6 pm ET, the 250th
anniversary of the first public reading! GWBHS initially
planned to hold our event at North Farmington Cemetery,
Farmington Hills at the grave site of Levi Greene, an
American Revolution veteran and West Bloomfield resident.
GWBHS former and current Board members were excited
and decided to also hold events in each of their
communities, Keego Harbor, Orchard Lake, and Sylvan
Lake. Each event had similar and unique features!
  

Gina Gregory and Brian Golden
(Farmington Historical Society President),
in North Farmington Cemetery, had
everyone read the “We hold these truths”
section, with four Farmington Hills and
West Bloomfield Township municipal board
member readers. Martha Green shared her
family’s powder horn of American
Revolutionary soldier Levi Greene. Gina
shared the biography of her ancestor John 

Sue Williams, at Gino’s Pizzeria &
Restaurant in Keego Harbor, had
costumed reenactors who
paraphrased and read Declaration
passages, illustrating how the
common man suffered under British
rule.

DuAnne Sonneville, at City of Orchard Lake Village City
Hall, highlighted the historical context of the Declaration with
seventeen readers from all walks of life. Water, cookies and
cupcakes were available afterwards.

Helen Jane Peters, at Sylvan Lake Community Center, had
six Declaration readers from all walks of life, and shared the
perspective: today we continue the Declaration’s sacred 

honor pledge to each
other by coming together
in community dialogue. A
barber shop quartet, Olde
Thyme Harmony Quartet,
performed.

Hart, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

A “supercut” video combining all four events, plus individual
highlights, and full videos of the coverage of the three cities’
events are available at YouTube.com/@CivicCenterTV.



From the Desk
of President Gina Gregory

from Anna Smith
Museum & Communications Assistant

Updates
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donations, and event support. Panel artist director was
Hannah Dagg. Jerry Nechal is leading efforts to collect and
add personal interviews to the Collection. A specific
Collecting Memories form is now available online. Please
donate your personal history on this and other topics at
GWBHS.org/Research/Collecting-Memories.

Our Spirit of America 250 efforts were well received with 200
people in attendance. See more on these events, elsewhere
in this newsletter. Organizer America250MI challenged us to
be inclusive and mindful, for the event to be relevant to all
people. My biography talk included that I didn't learn of my
American Revolution connection until I was in my 40s, even
with written family information and a family that enjoyed
talking about family history. “I encourage you to always
share your family history! When did your family first come to
America? Share your story with your next generation. We
ALL have stories to share.”

Gina dresses as ancestor
John Hart, Keego Harbor

Memorial Day parade

We had a table at the Orchard
Lake Country Club 100th
Founders Day and learned more
about them at our July Open
House. Levi Greene and John
Hart history were keynote
addresses at the Pine Lake
Cemetery Memorial Day
program. I enjoyed the Memorial
Day Parade, portraying John Hart
with the GWBHS entry. Apple
Island Tours will return in 2027,
barring the 2026 technical 
difficulties and weather conditions. The GWBHS table at the
Juneteenth event was successful. We enjoyed social time at
the GWBHS Appreciation Reception. We had a table at the
July Oakland History Center America 250 Celebration and
the August Westacres’s 90th anniversary open house. We
finished the summer by partnering with West Bloomfield
School District and WB Parks to offer a kayaking adventure
to Apple Island.

This summer brought ups and downs at GWBHS.
Unfortunately, our signature Apple Island Tours in June were
over before they even began. Severe boat malfunctions left
us unable to bring any guests to the island. A few weeks
later, the debut of our new exhibit on local Jewish history
saw record attendance at the Orchard Lake Museum. I
enjoyed seeing so many new faces visit us for the first time.
In July, we postponed our Annual Appreciation Reception
due to extreme heat and an air quality alert from wildfire
smoke passing through the state. Community events and
Open Houses gave us the opportunity to share many local
history topics with our communities, including American
Revolutionary War veteran Levi Greene, Orchard Lake
Country Club and more!

Myself and GWBHS board members and volunteers are
moving forward with the Greater West Bloomfield Diverse
History project, made possible by a major grant from
America250MI. As mentioned above, our local Jewish
history exhibit debut saw a great turnout. Join us this fall
and winter for the debut of our exhibit panels on local
Chaldean and local Black history! Details on page 3. As part
of this project, you can also share your personal stories and
experiences with us through our existing Collecting
Memories project – visit GWBHS.org/Research/Collecting-
Memories for more. And don’t forget to check out new items
added to our online digital collection! Working on this project
has been challenging and rewarding. We are grateful for the
opportunity to tell a more complete story of our area’s
history.

Finally, consider volunteering with GWBHS before the year
ends. We need more docents to host our Open Houses on
the second Sunday and third Friday of each month. Or, if
you’re interested in getting involved behind the scenes, join
our Programs Committee and help us plan our 2027
programming! Email me at anna@gwbhs.org to get involved.

Unique activities and all-time high attendance!

This mother and daughter found a photo
of themselves in our Apple Island exhibit

during an Open House!

On June 28, 115 people
attended the Greater West
Bloomfield Jewish History Open
House! We appreciated
partnering with Catherine
Cangany, CEO of the Jewish
Historical Society of Michigan
for panel wording, photo  



Open House Dates 1-4 pm (closed holiday weekends
or when a program is elsewhere). Come see permanent exhibits
interpreting local history and culture! Free Admission, Donations
Appreciated. See GWBHS.org for final event details.

September 
Sunday: 13, Friday: 18

October
Sunday: 11, Friday: 16

November
Sunday: 8, Friday: 20

December
Sunday: 13, Friday: 18

2026 Programs
September - December
Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society hosts and sponsors programs covering a wide variety of history topics throughout
the year. Visit GWBHS.org for more information and final event details.
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Pine Lake Marina Tour
Thursday, September 10, 2026, 6-7 pm
Pine Lake Marina, 3599 Orchard Lake Road
Gather at Pine Lake Marina for historical information about the
longtime marina, water taxis, the camp on Pine Lake, & trolley
transportation. We’ll walk to the nearby Interurban railway bed.

Greater West Bloomfield Chaldean History Open House
Sunday, September 13, 2026, 1-4 pm
Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road
The Greater West Bloomfield Diverse History Project is made
possible in part by a major grant from America250MI. This project
results in three exhibit panels about our local Black, Chaldean &
Jewish history. Help celebrate the debut of our local Chaldean
history exhibit, in collaboration with Chaldean Cultural Center!

Scotch School Brick Building 100th Anniversary Open House
Friday, September 18, 2026, 1-4 pm
Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road
In 1926, the third Scotch School in WB was built on the northwest
corner of Commerce & Hiller Roads. Celebrate the school’s
history & share your personal Scotch School memories!

Pine Lake Cemetery Tour with America250 Connections
Saturday, October 3, 2026, 11 am-1 pm
Pine Lake Cemetery, 4351 Middlebelt Road
East side of Middlebelt Road, north of Lone Pine Road
Take part in a walking tour of Pine Lake Cemetery and learn the
history of founding residents, prominent people, sports figures,
Levi Greene, John Hart, and others with Sexton Mari Bem and
docents. Optional restaurant gathering afterward. Rain or shine.
$5 cash donation, paid on-site, at the tour.

Apple Island Tours Euchre Fundraiser
Saturday, October 10, 2026, 6:15-9:30 pm
Orchard Lake Community Church, 5171 Commerce Road
($25 participation fee per player)
Join us for a “fun” Euchre tournament! Players of all ages are
randomly assigned different partners. Maximize your score each
round. The person with the most total points at the end of all
rounds is declared the winner! Beverages and snacks will be
available for purchase. Silent auction too! To donate contact Gary
Forhan, garyforhan@ameritech.net. This fundraiser supports
GWBHS’ annual Apple Island Tours, in cooperation with Orchard
Lake Community Church. Details at GWBHS.org/Events.

Indigenous Peoples’ Day Open House
Sunday, October 11, 2026, 1-4 pm
Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road
Indigenous peoples are known to have lived in West Bloomfield at
the time of the first official survey in 1817. Come learn more about
them!

Orchard Lake Nature Sanctuary Autumn Nature Walk
Sunday, October 18, 2026, 2-3 pm
4700 Pontiac Trail
Join naturalist Carol Fink for a walk through rolling terrain &
explore seasonal autumn beauty. Sponsored with OLNS.

GWBHS Military Collection Open House
Sunday, November 8, 2026, 1-4 pm
Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road
See military gear, newspaper articles, photos, & uniforms from the
GWBHS collection. Learn about Revolutionary War veteran &
West Bloomfield resident Levi Greene!

Presentation – Local Titans: The David Ward Family & Their
Contributions to Orchard Lake
Wednesday, November 11, 2026, 7-8 pm
WB Library Main Meeting Room, 4600 Walnut Lake Road
Known as the “Timber King of Michigan,” David Ward made his
fortune in the lumber industry. What people may not know is the
pivotal role Ward & his family played in Orchard Lake’s
development & natural preservation. Follow the Wards through the
late 19th & 20th century as researcher Lana LaFortune shares
how this influential family left their mark on Greater West
Bloomfield.

Pontiac Transportation Museum Trip
Thursday, November 19, 2026, 12:30 pm
250 W. Pike Street
($23 residents / $28 non-residents)
Celebrate 100 years of the Pontiac brand with a trip to the Pontiac
Transportation Museum, in collaboration with West Bloomfield
Parks! Tour the museum with a docent, then spend some time
exploring Pontiac's rich automotive history. Register through
WBParks.org.

Greater West Bloomfield Black History Open House
Sunday, December 13, 2026, 1-4 pm
Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road
The Greater West Bloomfield Diverse History Project is made
possible in part by a major grant from America250MI. This project
results in three exhibit panels about our local Black, Chaldean &
Jewish history. Help celebrate the debut of our local Black history
exhibit!

https://www.gwbhs.org/
mailto:garyforhan@ameritech.net
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Fran Leaf, left, charter member of the Keego Harbor Business and
Professional Women’s Club and member of the board of directors

for over 10 years. She was chairperson of the Detroit District
which had 23 clubs and 1,000 members. The emblem was

displayed over 50 times to clubs in SE Michigan at ceremonies to
acquaint members with the ideals of the organization.

Mystery Sign Gets Solved
By Sue Williams

winged staff of Mercury (to symbolize health), scroll (to
record achievement), ship (to honor commerce), and Nike
(symbol of victory and strength). 

Fran Leaf brought the concept of a women’s business
association to the attention of city women as a good thing to
do. The Business and Professional Women’s Club of Keego 
Harbor was founded and meetings were held at local
restaurants: Loveland Building, Rotunda Inn, Franks
Restaurant (current Early Bird), school meeting rooms, and
private homes.

By 1954 there were 40 dues-paying members. The criteria
for membership that 75 percent of the members “shall be
engaged in the business or in the professions meaning
employed for compensation, full time, part time, self-
employed, or in a business with a partner for mutual gain”
became a difficult standard for Keego Harbor, a small
community of families with stay-at-home mothers. By 1985,
membership had been expanded to female students over
high school age. The NFBPWC is still active today as a non-
sectarian, non-partisan and non-profit organization.

A 16-inch piece of wood, covered with thin copper and
inscribed with letters NFBPWC has remained a mystery in
our archives. Not wanting to discard it because we knew it
had significance, archive and collection volunteers could
never find what or how it was used in a local history setting.
So, it sat without identification for many years.

While researching Keego Harbor news from the 1950s, the
mystery was solved: the lettered piece was part of a larger
hand-made sign of the National Federation of Business and
Professional Women’s Clubs emblem, begun in 1919 then
expanded to state, district, and local chapters.

In 1948 a local chapter was
started in Keego Harbor by
community activist, Fran
Leaf. Its prime purpose was
to elevate the standards for
women in business and in
the professions, to promote
their interest, to bring about
a spirit of cooperation
among them, and to extend
opportunities to these
women through industrial, 
scientific and vocational activities. At least 75 percent of the
members had to be actively engaged in business or
professional work, with 25 percent open to women who were
previously engaged in business, but now retired.

The large emblem was created for the Keego Harbor BPW
chapter. In 1955 Keego resident Marjorie Billingsley was
admitted to the Oakland County Tuberculosis Sanitarium
where she became acquainted with Joe Porter, also a
patient. Using a magnifying glass to study the club’s pin,
Porter drew a blueprint of the club’s logo and began working
on a hand-hammered emblem using over eight feet of
copper. Allowed to work just three hours per day, it took him
six months to finish. Symbols imposed above the initials
were the torch (symbol of light and leadership), wand with 

NFBPWC members

NFBPWC sign in the GWBHS collection
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GWBHS could not serve the community without the help
of our partners, donors, members, sponsors, and

volunteers.

APPRECIATION RECEPTION RAFFLE DONATIONS -
Ellen’s Bakery & Cafe, Gino's Pizzeria & Restaurant (Gino
Santia), Great Harvest Bread Company, Hite Photo, Linda
Kidd, Petite Gardens (Sue Willams) & Trader Joe’s

COLLECTION ALIGNMENT VOLUNTEER - Gabriela
Supper

COLLECTION DONATIONS - Lauren Daitch, Jewish
Historical Society of Michigan, Craig Morgan, Orchard Lake
Country Club & Janet Windiate Smith

COMMUNITY EVENT VOLUNTEERS - Anne Baldwin, Kathy
Bilger, Kerry Borgne, Martha Green, Gina Gregory, Rob
Gregory, Brian Golden, Mike Harrison, Neil Hepburn, Pete
Koehler, Steph Miller, Al Numerick, John O’Leary, Christian
Sonneville, DuAnne Sonneville, Bob Wittmann, Jacqueline
Xing, Johnathan Zhang, Josh Zhang & Julie Zhu

EXHIBIT SPONSORS - Tom Bjorklund, Gwynne & Jim
Cherfoli, Pat & Glen King & GWBHS Memorial Fund for John
Breeze Long

2026 HISTORY MATTERS NEWSLETTER SPONSOR -
Planterra (Fall)

Thank You for Supporting GWBHS!

MUSEUM SUPPORT - City of Orchard Lake Village

PROGRAM & OPEN HOUSE PRESENTERS - Neil
Hepburn, Leslie Landau, Fred Miller, Jerry Nechal, Helen
Jane Peters, Anna Smith & Bob Sullivan

PROGRAM & OPEN HOUSE VOLUNTEERS - Tom
Bjorklund, Hannah Dagg, Carol Fink, Gina Gregory, Sue
Grifor, Linda Kidd, Jerry Nechal, Anna Smith & Sue Williams

PROGRAM PARTNERS - America250MI, City of Orchard
Lake Village, Farmington Hills Historical Commission,
Farmington Hills Historic District Commission, Farmington
Historical Society, Gino's Italian Restaurant, Jewish
Historical Society of Michigan, North Farmington Cemetery
Association, West Bloomfield Parks & West Bloomfield
School District

PUBLICITY & GWBHS CONTENT VIDEOS - Civic Center
TV

SECOND GRADE FIELD TRIP DOCENTS - Hannah Dagg,
Carol Fink, Christy Forhan, Rob Gregory, Neil Hepburn,
Linda Kidd, Leslie Landau & Mel Pohl

Local American Revolution
Connection: James Harrington
The following was largely gleaned from various secondary
sources, including The Michigan Pioneer & Historical Society
Collections - Vol. X (1888) and Seeley's History of Oakland
County (1912), as well as online narratives.

James B. Harrington was born January 27, 1763, in Foster,
Providence County, Rhode Island. During the American
Revolution he served with the Rhode Island State Troops,
achieving the rank of Corporal. James married Martha
Gould, born July 8, 1766, in Vermont, on March 13, 1785.
Some of the earliest pioneers of Oakland County, James
and Martha came to the Territory of Michigan, from Aurelius,
New York, in the spring of 1822 on the steamer Superior,
accompanied by twelve of their married children, spouses,
and grandchildren. Harrington initially purchased 160 acres
on the Clinton River, east of Auburn, where he lived and
died.

On May 15, 1823 he made the first official purchase of land
in what would become the township of West Bloomfield. He
acquired the entire 640-acre Section 36, the southeast
corner, now bordered by 14 Mile, Maple, Middlebelt, and
Inkster, for the purpose of giving each grandchild 160 acres
as a marriage gift, which he did while he lived, according to
an 1888 history. He simultaneously purchased acreage in
the northeast corner of Farmington Township, where 14 Mile
wiggles today at Inkster. Harrington died Oct 13, 1825, aged
sixty-two. He is buried in Aaron Webster Cemetery, on
Squirrel Road just south of Auburn Road. Aaron Webster
was the founder of Auburn.

Harrington’s descendants quickly spread throughout
Michigan’s lower peninsula, marrying into some well-known
pioneer families. As they moved north, they were among the
first white settlers to interact with Indigenous residents.
By 1840 Section 36, bisected by a key Rouge River branch,
was inhabited by no one related to Harrington. Rather it was
the site of William A. McAlpine’s sawmill, members of a
family named German whose later homes still exist today,
and the residence of Thomas A. Bigelow, whose brick and
drain tile factory lay just across the township line in
Farmington.

A snippet from a 1918 Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)
application for James Harrington by his great-great grandson



Please make checks payable to GWBHS. 
Credit card payments are accepted through PayPal at gwbhs.org.

GWBHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Donations
are tax deductible according to IRS regulations.

Membership includes access to Time Travelers reciprocal membership network.

GWBHS Membership Form
New Membership Renew Membership *Gift Membership

Name

Address

Email Phone

*Gift Membership From Phone

Address

Donation Form

Please contact me about volunteering with GWBHSMembership • Jan. 1 to Dec. 31
Individual
Household
Premier
Patron/Business
Life

$25
$50
$75
$100
$600

Name
This donation is in honor of:

Address

This donation is in memory of:

This is a one time donation.

$

Check # 

Total Amount Enclosed $
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Board of Directors
Gina Gregory
Linda Kidd
Carol Fink 
Catherine Cangany, PhD
Hannah Dagg
Sue Grifor
Jerry Nechal
Karen Pushie
Susan K. Williams

President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Historian
Communications, Exhibits
Community History
Sylvan Lake representative
Membership database
Collections

Committee Chairs

Steven Briggs
Neil Hepburn
Don Newman

Finance Committee
Community Relations 
Group Programs

Orchard Lake Museum
3951 Orchard Lake Road
Orchard Lake, MI 48323

Mission: enriching our communities by collecting, preserving,
and sharing history. 

GWBHS is a 501(c)3 organization open to all and has served
Keego Harbor, Sylvan Lake, Orchard Lake, and West Bloomfield

since 1974.

Thank you to our newsletter sponsor
Planterra!

www.planterra.com

GWBHS is looking for a new volunteer Treasurer! Email
gina@gwbhs.org or call (248) 757-2451 if interested!

https://www.planterra.com/
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	Sharing the Spirit of America Event Brought Community Together
	Two hundred (200) people attended four local GWBHS Sharing the Spirit of America events on July 8th. The purpose of these events was to publicly gather, along with communities around the world, to simultaneously read the Declaration of Independence at 6 pm ET, the 250th anniversary of the first public reading! GWBHS initially planned to hold our event at North Farmington Cemetery, Farmington Hills at the grave site of Levi Greene, an American Revolution veteran and West Bloomfield resident. GWBHS former and current Board members were excited and decided to also hold events in each of their communities, Keego Harbor, Orchard Lake, and Sylvan Lake. Each event had similar and unique features!
	Sue Williams, at Gino’s Pizzeria & Restaurant in Keego Harbor, had costumed reenactors who paraphrased and read Declaration passages, illustrating how the common man suffered under British rule.
	DuAnne Sonneville, at City of Orchard Lake Village City Hall, highlighted the historical context of the Declaration with seventeen readers from all walks of life. Water, cookies and cupcakes were available afterwards.
	Helen Jane Peters, at Sylvan Lake Community Center, had six Declaration readers from all walks of life, and shared the perspective: today we continue the Declaration’s sacred
	honor pledge to each other by coming together in community dialogue. A barber shop quartet, Olde Thyme Harmony Quartet, performed.
	Gina Gregory and Brian Golden (Farmington Historical Society President), in North Farmington Cemetery, had everyone read the “We hold these truths” section, with four Farmington Hills and West Bloomfield Township municipal board member readers. Martha Green shared her family’s powder horn of American Revolutionary soldier Levi Greene. Gina shared the biography of her ancestor John
	Hart, signer of the Declaration of Independence.
	A “supercut” video combining all four events, plus individual highlights, and full videos of the coverage of the three cities’ events are available at YouTube.com/@CivicCenterTV.

	New Exhibits to Debut this Fall & Winter!
	GWBHS continues work on the Greater West Bloomfield Diverse History Project, made possible in part by a major grant from America250MI. During this project, we are collaborating with expert organizations and community members to develop new exhibits highlighting Black,
	Chaldean/Iraqi Catholic, and Jewish history in Greater West Bloomfield, exploring these communities’ significant economic, religious, and cultural experiences and contributions.
	We also are encouraging long-lasting community participation by gathering personal recollections of Greater West Bloomfield. Memories related to our communities’ Black, Chaldean, and Jewish history will be added to our online digital collection, along with interviews, photos and more. Donate your stories at GWBHS.org/Research/Collecting-Memories.
	The Diversity Project’s second and third exhibit panels on local Chaldean and local Black history will debut at the Orchard Lake Museum during September 13 and December 13 Open Houses, respectively. For details, see page 3. You can also make plans to see our local Jewish history exhibit panel displayed around the community this fall, starting at West Bloomfield Library!

	From the Desk
	of President Gina Gregory
	Unique activities and all-time high attendance!
	On June 28, 115 people attended the Greater West Bloomfield Jewish History Open House! We appreciated partnering with Catherine Cangany, CEO of the Jewish Historical Society of Michigan for panel wording, photo
	donations, and event support. Panel artist director was Hannah Dagg. Jerry Nechal is leading efforts to collect and add personal interviews to the Collection. A specific Collecting Memories form is now available online. Please donate your personal history on this and other topics at GWBHS.org/Research/Collecting-Memories.
	Our Spirit of America 250 efforts were well received with 200 people in attendance. See more on these events, elsewhere in this newsletter. Organizer America250MI challenged us to be inclusive and mindful, for the event to be relevant to all people. My biography talk included that I didn't learn of my American Revolution connection until I was in my 40s, even with written family information and a family that enjoyed talking about family history. “I encourage you to always share your family history! When did your family first come to America? Share your story with your next generation. We ALL have stories to share.”
	We had a table at the Orchard Lake Country Club 100th Founders Day and learned more about them at our July Open House. Levi Greene and John Hart history were keynote addresses at the Pine Lake Cemetery Memorial Day program. I enjoyed the Memorial Day Parade, portraying John Hart with the GWBHS entry. Apple Island Tours will return in 2027, barring the 2026 technical
	Gina dresses as ancestor John Hart, Keego Harbor Memorial Day parade

	difficulties and weather conditions. The GWBHS table at the Juneteenth event was successful. We enjoyed social time at the GWBHS Appreciation Reception. We had a table at the July Oakland History Center America 250 Celebration and the August Westacres’s 90th anniversary open house. We finished the summer by partnering with West Bloomfield School District and WB Parks to offer a kayaking adventure to Apple Island.


	Updates
	from Anna Smith Museum & Communications Assistant
	This summer brought ups and downs at GWBHS. Unfortunately, our signature Apple Island Tours in June were over before they even began. Severe boat malfunctions left us unable to bring any guests to the island. A few weeks later, the debut of our new exhibit on local Jewish history saw record attendance at the Orchard Lake Museum. I enjoyed seeing so many new faces visit us for the first time. In July, we postponed our Annual Appreciation Reception due to extreme heat and an air quality alert from wildfire smoke passing through the state. Community events and Open Houses gave us the opportunity to share many local history topics with our communities, including American Revolutionary War veteran Levi Greene, Orchard Lake Country Club and more!
	Myself and GWBHS board members and volunteers are moving forward with the Greater West Bloomfield Diverse History project, made possible by a major grant from America250MI. As mentioned above, our local Jewish history exhibit debut saw a great turnout. Join us this fall and winter for the debut of our exhibit panels on local Chaldean and local Black history! Details on page 3. As part of this project, you can also share your personal stories and experiences with us through our existing Collecting Memories project – visit GWBHS.org/Research/Collecting-Memories for more. And don’t forget to check out new items added to our online digital collection! Working on this project has been challenging and rewarding. We are grateful for the opportunity to tell a more complete story of our area’s history.
	Finally, consider volunteering with GWBHS before the year ends. We need more docents to host our Open Houses on the second Sunday and third Friday of each month. Or, if you’re interested in getting involved behind the scenes, join our Programs Committee and help us plan our 2027 programming! Email me at anna@gwbhs.org to get involved.
	This mother and daughter found a photo of themselves in our Apple Island exhibit during an Open House!



	2026 Programs September - December
	Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society hosts and sponsors programs covering a wide variety of history topics throughout the year. Visit GWBHS.org for more information and final event details.
	Pine Lake Marina Tour Thursday, September 10, 2026, 6-7 pm Pine Lake Marina, 3599 Orchard Lake Road Gather at Pine Lake Marina for historical information about the longtime marina, water taxis, the camp on Pine Lake, & trolley transportation. We’ll walk to the nearby Interurban railway bed.
	Greater West Bloomfield Chaldean History Open House Sunday, September 13, 2026, 1-4 pm Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road The Greater West Bloomfield Diverse History Project is made possible in part by a major grant from America250MI. This project results in three exhibit panels about our local Black, Chaldean & Jewish history. Help celebrate the debut of our local Chaldean history exhibit, in collaboration with Chaldean Cultural Center!

	Scotch School Brick Building 100th Anniversary Open House
	Friday, September 18, 2026, 1-4 pm
	Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road
	In 1926, the third Scotch School in WB was built on the northwest corner of Commerce & Hiller Roads. Celebrate the school’s history & share your personal Scotch School memories!
	Pine Lake Cemetery Tour with America250 Connections Saturday, October 3, 2026, 11 am-1 pm Pine Lake Cemetery, 4351 Middlebelt Road East side of Middlebelt Road, north of Lone Pine Road Take part in a walking tour of Pine Lake Cemetery and learn the history of founding residents, prominent people, sports figures, Levi Greene, John Hart, and others with Sexton Mari Bem and docents. Optional restaurant gathering afterward. Rain or shine. $5 cash donation, paid on-site, at the tour.
	Apple Island Tours Euchre Fundraiser Saturday, October 10, 2026, 6:15-9:30 pm Orchard Lake Community Church, 5171 Commerce Road ($25 participation fee per player) Join us for a “fun” Euchre tournament! Players of all ages are randomly assigned different partners. Maximize your score each round. The person with the most total points at the end of all rounds is declared the winner! Beverages and snacks will be available for purchase. Silent auction too! To donate contact Gary Forhan, garyforhan@ameritech.net. This fundraiser supports GWBHS’ annual Apple Island Tours, in cooperation with Orchard Lake Community Church. Details at GWBHS.org/Events.
	Indigenous Peoples’ Day Open House Sunday, October 11, 2026, 1-4 pm Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road Indigenous peoples are known to have lived in West Bloomfield at the time of the first official survey in 1817. Come learn more about them!
	Orchard Lake Nature Sanctuary Autumn Nature Walk Sunday, October 18, 2026, 2-3 pm 4700 Pontiac Trail Join naturalist Carol Fink for a walk through rolling terrain & explore seasonal autumn beauty. Sponsored with OLNS.
	GWBHS Military Collection Open House Sunday, November 8, 2026, 1-4 pm Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road See military gear, newspaper articles, photos, & uniforms from the GWBHS collection. Learn about Revolutionary War veteran & West Bloomfield resident Levi Greene!
	Presentation – Local Titans: The David Ward Family & Their Contributions to Orchard Lake Wednesday, November 11, 2026, 7-8 pm WB Library Main Meeting Room, 4600 Walnut Lake Road Known as the “Timber King of Michigan,” David Ward made his fortune in the lumber industry. What people may not know is the pivotal role Ward & his family played in Orchard Lake’s development & natural preservation. Follow the Wards through the late 19th & 20th century as researcher Lana LaFortune shares how this influential family left their mark on Greater West Bloomfield.
	Pontiac Transportation Museum Trip Thursday, November 19, 2026, 12:30 pm 250 W. Pike Street ($23 residents / $28 non-residents) Celebrate 100 years of the Pontiac brand with a trip to the Pontiac Transportation Museum, in collaboration with West Bloomfield Parks! Tour the museum with a docent, then spend some time exploring Pontiac's rich automotive history. Register through WBParks.org.
	Greater West Bloomfield Black History Open House Sunday, December 13, 2026, 1-4 pm Orchard Lake Museum, 3951 Orchard Lake Road The Greater West Bloomfield Diverse History Project is made possible in part by a major grant from America250MI. This project results in three exhibit panels about our local Black, Chaldean & Jewish history. Help celebrate the debut of our local Black history exhibit!
	Open House Dates 1-4 pm (closed holiday weekends or when a program is elsewhere). Come see permanent exhibits interpreting local history and culture! Free Admission, Donations Appreciated. See GWBHS.org for final event details.
	September  Sunday: 13, Friday: 18
	October Sunday: 11, Friday: 16
	November Sunday: 8, Friday: 20
	December Sunday: 13, Friday: 18


	Mystery Sign Gets Solved By Sue Williams
	NFBPWC sign in the GWBHS collection
	A 16-inch piece of wood, covered with thin copper and inscribed with letters NFBPWC has remained a mystery in our archives. Not wanting to discard it because we knew it had significance, archive and collection volunteers could never find what or how it was used in a local history setting. So, it sat without identification for many years.
	While researching Keego Harbor news from the 1950s, the mystery was solved: the lettered piece was part of a larger hand-made sign of the National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs emblem, begun in 1919 then expanded to state, district, and local chapters.
	In 1948 a local chapter was started in Keego Harbor by community activist, Fran Leaf. Its prime purpose was to elevate the standards for women in business and in the professions, to promote their interest, to bring about a spirit of cooperation among them, and to extend opportunities to these women through industrial,
	NFBPWC members
	scientific and vocational activities. At least 75 percent of the members had to be actively engaged in business or professional work, with 25 percent open to women who were previously engaged in business, but now retired.
	The large emblem was created for the Keego Harbor BPW chapter. In 1955 Keego resident Marjorie Billingsley was admitted to the Oakland County Tuberculosis Sanitarium where she became acquainted with Joe Porter, also a patient. Using a magnifying glass to study the club’s pin, Porter drew a blueprint of the club’s logo and began working on a hand-hammered emblem using over eight feet of copper. Allowed to work just three hours per day, it took him six months to finish. Symbols imposed above the initials were the torch (symbol of light and leadership), wand with
	winged staff of Mercury (to symbolize health), scroll (to record achievement), ship (to honor commerce), and Nike (symbol of victory and strength).
	Fran Leaf brought the concept of a women’s business association to the attention of city women as a good thing to do. The Business and Professional Women’s Club of Keego
	Harbor was founded and meetings were held at local restaurants: Loveland Building, Rotunda Inn, Franks Restaurant (current Early Bird), school meeting rooms, and private homes.
	By 1954 there were 40 dues-paying members. The criteria for membership that 75 percent of the members “shall be engaged in the business or in the professions meaning employed for compensation, full time, part time, self-employed, or in a business with a partner for mutual gain” became a difficult standard for Keego Harbor, a small community of families with stay-at-home mothers. By 1985, membership had been expanded to female students over high school age. The NFBPWC is still active today as a non-sectarian, non-partisan and non-profit organization.
	Fran Leaf, left, charter member of the Keego Harbor Business and Professional Women’s Club and member of the board of directors for over 10 years. She was chairperson of the Detroit District which had 23 clubs and 1,000 members. The emblem was displayed over 50 times to clubs in SE Michigan at ceremonies to acquaint members with the ideals of the organization.

	Thank You for Supporting GWBHS!
	GWBHS could not serve the community without the help of our partners, donors, members, sponsors, and volunteers.
	APPRECIATION RECEPTION RAFFLE DONATIONS - Ellen’s Bakery & Cafe, Gino's Pizzeria & Restaurant (Gino Santia), Great Harvest Bread Company, Hite Photo, Linda Kidd, Petite Gardens (Sue Willams) & Trader Joe’s
	COLLECTION ALIGNMENT VOLUNTEER - Gabriela Supper
	COLLECTION DONATIONS - Lauren Daitch, Jewish Historical Society of Michigan, Craig Morgan, Orchard Lake Country Club & Janet Windiate Smith
	COMMUNITY EVENT VOLUNTEERS - Anne Baldwin, Kathy Bilger, Kerry Borgne, Martha Green, Gina Gregory, Rob Gregory, Brian Golden, Mike Harrison, Neil Hepburn, Pete Koehler, Steph Miller, Al Numerick, John O’Leary, Christian Sonneville, DuAnne Sonneville, Bob Wittmann, Jacqueline Xing, Johnathan Zhang, Josh Zhang & Julie Zhu
	EXHIBIT SPONSORS - Tom Bjorklund, Gwynne & Jim Cherfoli, Pat & Glen King & GWBHS Memorial Fund for John Breeze Long
	2026 HISTORY MATTERS NEWSLETTER SPONSOR - Planterra (Fall)
	MUSEUM SUPPORT - City of Orchard Lake Village
	PROGRAM & OPEN HOUSE PRESENTERS - Neil Hepburn, Leslie Landau, Fred Miller, Jerry Nechal, Helen Jane Peters, Anna Smith & Bob Sullivan
	PROGRAM & OPEN HOUSE VOLUNTEERS - Tom Bjorklund, Hannah Dagg, Carol Fink, Gina Gregory, Sue Grifor, Linda Kidd, Jerry Nechal, Anna Smith & Sue Williams
	PROGRAM PARTNERS - America250MI, City of Orchard Lake Village, Farmington Hills Historical Commission, Farmington Hills Historic District Commission, Farmington Historical Society, Gino's Italian Restaurant, Jewish Historical Society of Michigan, North Farmington Cemetery Association, West Bloomfield Parks & West Bloomfield School District
	PUBLICITY & GWBHS CONTENT VIDEOS - Civic Center TV
	SECOND GRADE FIELD TRIP DOCENTS - Hannah Dagg, Carol Fink, Christy Forhan, Rob Gregory, Neil Hepburn, Linda Kidd, Leslie Landau & Mel Pohl


	Local American Revolution Connection: James Harrington
	The following was largely gleaned from various secondary sources, including The Michigan Pioneer & Historical Society Collections - Vol. X (1888) and Seeley's History of Oakland County (1912), as well as online narratives.
	James B. Harrington was born January 27, 1763, in Foster, Providence County, Rhode Island. During the American Revolution he served with the Rhode Island State Troops, achieving the rank of Corporal. James married Martha Gould, born July 8, 1766, in Vermont, on March 13, 1785. Some of the earliest pioneers of Oakland County, James and Martha came to the Territory of Michigan, from Aurelius, New York, in the spring of 1822 on the steamer Superior, accompanied by twelve of their married children, spouses, and grandchildren. Harrington initially purchased 160 acres on the Clinton River, east of Auburn, where he lived and died.
	On May 15, 1823 he made the first official purchase of land in what would become the township of West Bloomfield. He acquired the entire 640-acre Section 36, the southeast corner, now bordered by 14 Mile, Maple, Middlebelt, and Inkster, for the purpose of giving each grandchild 160 acres as a marriage gift, which he did while he lived, according to an 1888 history. He simultaneously purchased acreage in the northeast corner of Farmington Township, where 14 Mile wiggles today at Inkster. Harrington died Oct 13, 1825, aged sixty-two. He is buried in Aaron Webster Cemetery, on Squirrel Road just south of Auburn Road. Aaron Webster was the founder of Auburn.
	Harrington’s descendants quickly spread throughout Michigan’s lower peninsula, marrying into some well-known pioneer families. As they moved north, they were among the first white settlers to interact with Indigenous residents. By 1840 Section 36, bisected by a key Rouge River branch, was inhabited by no one related to Harrington. Rather it was the site of William A. McAlpine’s sawmill, members of a family named German whose later homes still exist today, and the residence of Thomas A. Bigelow, whose brick and drain tile factory lay just across the township line in Farmington.
	A snippet from a 1918 Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) application for James Harrington by his great-great grandson
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	GWBHS is looking for a new volunteer Treasurer! Email gina@gwbhs.org or call (248) 757-2451 if interested!
	Mission: enriching our communities by collecting, preserving, and sharing history.  GWBHS is a 501(c)3 organization open to all and has served Keego Harbor, Sylvan Lake, Orchard Lake, and West Bloomfield since 1974.
	Thank you to our newsletter sponsor Planterra!

	www.planterra.com
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