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(CELEBRATING
2014 GWBHS Review

with a
40 Year Attendance Record

MISSION: GWBHS is a non-profit organization that collects,
preserves, researches, and stimulates public interest in the history of
Keego Harbor, Orchard Lake, Sylvan Lake and West Bloomfield.



Share history....
1,050 attend 13 events




250 attend Group Programs

Second graders visit Apple Island and the Museum

Kindergarteners visit the Museum

150 attend monthly Open Houses
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1,450 attendance total



Also connect through

34 Geocaching Museum visits (GPS orienteering activity)
141 Twitter contacts

172 Facebook “likes”
10,150 www.gwbhs.org hits

finnual Meeting & Presentation: Farmington Junction - 1
‘Trolley History
» January 31, 2015
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Take opportunities

Create more Museum exhibits

Submzt two WBTODAY articles
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Take opportunities
Participate in community events

Keego Harbor Memorial Day Parade
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OCPHS Ice Cream Social

Keego Harbor Skate Night



Utilize new opportunities

Submit 4 articles to the
Orchard Lake szmg

Submit historical photos & text
to the Beacon newspaper

Create two CCTV wvideo ads

Include GWBHS materials in
WB new resident packets

Spring 2014

Long-Time Vqunteers Recognized at Annual Meeting

f Orchard Lake Schools. Itwas an opportunity to update the

memtentipsbothepes yer roe s and o recognn Volunteers who have helped to make tall possibe. Three ong-time

velunteers received special tecogniion at the ever
pim ___ mEN

Charles Martinez was the recipient a
Distinguished Service Award *In appre-
cation for many years of servios as an
arhasologistandhistorianvolurteering
with focal historical societies bringing
many projects forward, especially Song
of the Heron: Reflections on the History
of West Bloomield.” Charfie has been
sharing his interest in local history and
archasology for over 40 years. Upon
recelving hs award, he said that the ...
preservation of the past for the enrich-
ment of the future s my goal n ife.”

Betty Bradbury has been active with
GWBHS since nearly the beginning in
174, Betty organized children's games
at July 4th picnics unti 1982. She has
helped maintain the Mussum, wind

Apple Island and monthly Open House
docent she s alvays enthusasticin wel-
coming guests and sharing local istory.

Carol Firnk has been active with Apple
Islandsinceatleast1977andcallsit ‘the
crown jewel of Orchard Laks.” She has
led countless istand tours and nature
walks and has served as president of
the Friends of Apple Isand, Inc., board
member of the Orchard Lake Nature
‘Sanctuary and GWBHS board member.
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Apple Island Tours

Upcoming Events

Saturday, May 17 & Sunday, Mnym 175nm Orcng Lake Mussum, 3951 OChard Laks Road

datalls.

$15adum,

Living with History: Ilmanc Hamos Tour of Greater West Bloomfield saturaay, Juns 21, 10am - 4pm
Enjoy a summer day axpariencing uniqua storles of greater wesl Bloomflaid historic homes. This salf-driving tour nnqlns at Schulak Farm

and ends at the Orchard Lake Musaum, on the site of tha for

Tickets ara $15 In advance and $20 on evert day. Make nmnlnns at wanw.gWDIs, org/homestour, Orchard Lake vnuqc Cly Hall or The

advertising or  contact WD

u X
GWDNS.org of 248.757.2451. Read mora In the katest s of Woet Soomea “Today" at Issuu.comWbtoday/doc:

hs.org




Membership

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014

61 114 106 145 186 188 190 100
2009-2013 membership included free Apple Island Tours

2014 membership included a discount price for Apple Island Tours &

complimentary book- Song of the Heron: Reflections on the History of West Bloomfield

Gadd II Fund supports special projects

40 anniversary special newsletters
Museum exhibits and storage upgrades

Outdoor exhibit and Museum signage



Ongoing Initiative
Apple Island Research
WMU Archaeology Dig Project

Made possible with a 2014 grant of $10,000 from The St. Francis Foundation of MI

Two Field Lab Open Houses
Welcome and Farewell dinners
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Ongoing Initiative
Wayside Exhibits

Motorcities National Heritage Area Project

* an affiliate of the National Parks Service with a grant from MDOT
*chronicle automotive & railway transportation
* 300 in southeast Michigan

The program is featured at the GWBHS adds a sign
MI Week Breakfast and with a dedication at the
Wayside Exhibits volunteers receive a Civic Cebmtzon event

Community Achievement Award.
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WB P & Rec dedicates the WB Trail signs

L to R: Joe Hines, Brian Yopp, Dan Navaare, Ron Gay, Nancy Thompson




Ongoing Initiative
Mary and her little Lamb School History Project:

painting: restoration completed Archives found, history shared;
school bell erected at Scotch School

At the Celebrating Scotch:
25 Years Strong, 160 Years Long

Alfred Ackerman restored the Whitfield
School painting of Mary and her Little Lamb
at the DIA. Joanna, Julia and Jaynie visit the
painting with Grandma Helen Jane Peters.




Building Improvements

Replacement & new outdoor signage  Outdoor exhibit signage

Storm window & exhibit space
upgrades N
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Special for the 40 anniversary

History Matters

in full color with 3 commemorative timeline inserts

Timeline of the Society and Orchard Lake Museum
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GWBHS Historic Timeline

As Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society (GWBHS)
celebrates its 40th anniversary (1974-2014), hers is.a
ook back at the history of the organiztion.

By the early 1970's, Orchard Lake and the many
square miles surrounding it had become a sprawiing
suburbia, sl scattered with reminders of ts recent
pastasa community offarms and orchards. The daysof
rolleys, hotels and summer vacationers were a distant
‘memory and no one lived on Apple Island anymore. It
had been many generations since tribes of American
Indians had called this land their home.

The development of the area inspired a small group of
citzens “interested in preserving the scenic and hstoric:
values of the surrounding area.” The Orchard Lake
Scenic and Historical Society was formed on January
26,1974 at Abbott School. Nine members of the Board
of Directors wers elected: the Rev. Water J. Ziemba
(president), Mel Rycus (vice president), Frances Gadd
(secretary), Doris Bonnavill (treasurer), General . S
Strong, Jr, Rita Spitery, Dr. Roger Garvelink, Agnes
Patterson and 13-year-old Sam Stephen.

The longevity of the organization s a testament to the
hard work and dedication of countless volunteers who
treasure the stories and natural beauty of Greater West
Bloomfield just s the OLSHS founders did in 1974,

Timeline of Apple Island & GWBHS
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40 Years: GWBHS & Apple Island w@%‘

As Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society (GWBHS)
celebrates its 40th anniversary (1974-2014), here is a
ook backat the Society's involvement with Apple Iskand.

Apple Iskand has avays been a special place,first o the
American Indians and then as  peaceful summer hore.
Today itis a place to experience nature and uncaver the
istory beneath ts surface

Officially known as the Marjorie Ward Strong
Woodnd Sanctuary since 1970, the island has
benefited rom wide community interestand supportto
sustan ts natural habitats and maintain safe acoess The
West Bloomfield School District owns the isiand and
students have visted tostudy ts geagraphy and ecology.
GWBHS guided tours of the isand for second graders
each spring and fullare just one of the ways the Society
keeps local residents connected to Apple Iskand.

GWBHS has made the study of Apple Island an
importantpartof tsactivitesforaver 0years. Since 1982,
the Society has been coordinating annual tours of the
iskand to give the publica chancs t experience this place
of natural beauty and is rich localhistory. The St Francis
Foundation of Michigan has long been a generous
supporter of GWBHS' acthites on the isind. Most recenty,
its grants have funded archaeological digs that have led
o the application for Apple Isiand o be added o the
Nationsl Regiser o Historc Places.

GWBHS Initiatives & Events
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s Greater West Bloorfied Historical Society (GWBHS)
celebrates its 40th anniversary (1974-2014), hers is a
ook back at the history of it events and initatives.
Part of the mission of GWBHS s o oollest, preserve
and research local history, but the sharing of tis history
through events and iniitives s what really highiights
the value ofthe organizaton to the community.

In the early days, there was a large annual 4th of July
picnic.and Apple Isand tours began in 1882, There have
always been great opportunities for members and the
public o get together toleam about istory and have fun
doing it Other initiatives have resultd in printed Rems
for the Orchard Lake Museu git shop and the sharing
of area historical information on signage in parks and in
the schools.

A generous bequest in 2011-12 by Frances Y. Gadd,
a founding member of The Orchard Lake Scenic &
Historical Society, has allowed GWEHS 10 expand and
enhance its offerings in reoent years. Thers is now an
average of more than 2.5 events per month, in additon
to many special projects and ongoing initaives.
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Special for the 40 anniversary
.

/~. Saturday, June 21
gwbhs.org/homestour
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Saturday, June 21, 2014
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.




Special for the 40 anniversary
Recognition

Community Achievement Award at the MI Week Community Awards Breakfast

West Bloomfield Township resolution




Special for the 40 anniversary

A Civic Celebration: Hands on History & Ice Cream Social

Celebrate the City of Orchard Lake Village’s 50 anniversary and
the GWBHS 40 anniversary with activities

outdoors and inside the Orchard Lake Museum.



Appreciate support from

Civic Center TV
City of Orchard Lake Village
Country Side Improvement Association
Orchard Lake Living publication
Orchard Lake St. Mary’s Schools
The St. Francis Foundation of Michigan
West Bloomfield Beacon, a weekly newspaper
West Bloomfield Library
West Bloomfield Parks & Recreation
West Bloomfield School District
West Bloomfield Today publication
West Bloomfield Township



Appreciate support from volunteers

GWBHS has been an all volunteer organization for 40 years.
Without volunteer support we would not be where we are today.
The community appreciates and values our local history!

New 2014 leaders

Diane Eanes, Volunteer Coordinator
Nancy Perkins, Facebook
Ron Montgomery, Museum Maintenance

All volunteers are appreciated! Thank you!



2015 Plans

Hold strategic planning meetings
Hire part-time help
Recruit more active volunteer support & a 2016 president
Work with interns to catalogue archives
Continue website improvements
Submit 4 articles to WBTODAY

Increase event advertising by partnership with
WB Parks & Recreation and WB School District and placing 6 Beacon ads

Support Wayside Exhibits improved stands
Install School History Exhibit Panels

Submit application for Apple Island Michigan State Historic Preservation
and National Register of Historic Places designation



40 Year Attendance Record:
30,000 guests

12,400 attend annual large events
including 10,000 Michigan Week Apple Island Tours guests
3,000 attend Open Houses
6,000 attend events
6,300 visit Apple Island with school groups
2,300 others

CELEBRATING
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Thanks to GWBHS members
and the community
for 40 years of support

keeping local history alive!

CELEBRATING




