JPH’S NOTES FROM 12/04/2010 VISIT TO BENTLEY
LIBRARY IN ANN ARBOR TO RESEARCH GIRLS
FRIENDLY SOCIETY & PINE ESTATES DRIVE

12/4/1897 minutes of the annual meeting of the Council of the Girls
Friendly Society (GFS) said that 403 persons visited Howard House that
summer.

3/23/1898 minutes of special Council meeting said funds for Holiday House
raised by holding a “fair” in St. Johns Parish at the end of May called
“Festival of Summer Months. Total $225.57. Agreed to rent the Holiday
House again (actually the Howard house) this summer but looking for
something else as “in the spring, the roads are so impossible that places
cannot be visited”.

11/30/1898 minutes of the annual meeting said 179 visited the Holiday
House.

2/28/1899 minutes of the Council meeting agreed that Holiday (then
Holiday was crossed out and replaced by Howard) House will be re-rented
this coming summer.

10/28/1899 minutes of annual meeting said “Pleasant summer @ Holiday
House marred only by the unfortunate accident to Miss Sill.” Had 209
visitors.”

3/8/1900 minutes of a special Council meeting said that Howard House had
be taken again. Miss Shaw was asked to take position of matron.

2/20/1902 minutes of a regular Council meeting said that it was agreed “to
continue with the Howard House and outbuildings again contingent on the
house being put in a sanitary condition”. The Council named a committee
to investigate Oakland County with a view to buying a suitable site for
Holiday House.



5/31/02 minutes of a regular Council meeting the committee said that the
most desirable place is a farm of 100 acres situated at the “head” of Pine
Lake which could be purchased for $7,000. The Council moved to get an
option to purchase the property.

6/13/1902 minutes of Council meeting said they purchased a second surry
for $40. Also, agreed to buy the 100 acres for $7,000 on a land contract at
6% interest and semi annual payments. Agreed also to incorporate as
“Girls Friendly Society of Michigan”.

10/4/1902 minutes of a special meeting of the Council said that they had
incorporated on 6/27/1902. Also sold 65 of the 100 acres to the Sindler
Family for $3,500 thus leaving 36-1/2 acres for Holiday House.

11/20/02 minutes of the Associates meeting (they called themselves the
“Associates” of the GFS of Michigan and seem to have acted as the board
of directors of the GFS of Michigan) said the building construction contracts
were ready to let. $2,573 was on hand for funding the construction.

2/13/1903 minutes of the Council meeting said the building contract was let
to Vinton & Co for $8,000. They moved the furniture out of Howard House
this winter before the horses were needed for the spring work.

5/9/1903 minutes of a regular Council meeting said that they were raising
the Holiday House board to $5/week for associates and $3/week for
members. A deposit of 50 cents is due on filing an application.

11/28/1803 minutes of the annual Council meeting said:

actual cost to build the Holiday House building = $7,223.51

actual cost to build the laundry = 316.00
actual cost to build the engine house = 46.13
actual cost for other extras = 699.30

total actual cost for all = $8,284.94



Also noted that Albert Kahn had donated. $1,067.34 donations had been
received to date for furniture. 293 attended the Holiday House last
summer.



‘ OR twenty years Mibs Frances.W Slble},r, o
. F of  Detroit, .hag’ heen premdent “of:* the -

« % . Michizan Brianch of’ the: Glrls Fuendly
= Bgelety in Amerijca. For twelye years she has ~
been presidilg officer of the fifth. province oi
~the orgdnization, " which includes Michiga

- Ohlio, Indlana, lilinois and -Wisconsin. And
" now her recent’ electicn--at the anntial meei-
“le held in Memphls, Tenhessde—to the natibnal
" presidency, Seema but'a logical recognition ﬁf
‘much devoted, service te a- beluved WOI']'L »
.. Unless you’ are fannlzs,r with' the' a.eturltles
*of the Eplscopal church - you may -never ha,ve Lo Lo
heard of the Girly’, Friendly Boclety: For al— o

B

dg inconspmuously that the pubilc at- large

“inows eomnaratwely little ‘abent it.- Pefhaps

0. betfer ‘idea of ite work may’ be. glven than

" by guoting- froin an interv1ew g-ranted the writ-

" er of; this a.rtmle by the new. premdent-eleet_ )
. K takes but'a brief conversation WwitH her t.
galn ‘a, clear conception ‘of this sylendul efi-

- 'deavor and incidentally, to- hecome’ impreased

" with: Mles Sibley’s fitness for fhe honor and

' responmbihty accorded Jher.

5 v“Nearly, half a century ago,”. " sa.id she ”the

- dreadful - eOndltian in the- far'tory towns -of
England  were brought  to the notice. of,

_an Hngllgh woman, Mre. M. H.. Townsend:

“Largely -as ja “resull’ of the- introductmn

" of - machinery, . gréat’ .numbers - of . girls

" lizd come to- be employed im the - mills—

- &nd most of theém were of an ighorant. clagg,.
guite unable to teke cale of themaelves. At
‘this - time no eoclety exmted whose ' aim', wag |
" preventive work for girls, Mrs. Townsend de. .

o cided that something must be done at-once tq
help’ them, Having already, gathered into "a

"-“frlend],y group a few glrls within the country

*--parigh where she llved, the thought écciirred

" to her that she might extend. thy work by in-

" terpeting other-chilirch women of’ Standing and

gpirituality: throughout England. Her idea

wag not only to give friendly proteetlon.to all

. girls, but to perfect an arrangement by which
they might be commended>-whéenever thelr

. 'work - took' them Into new surroiundings—te

- Bome church woma.n who would be w1111ng to

"gtand sponpor tox, them, even ag -shé stood
EPONSOT tor the memhers of Ter llttle pé.rl.sh
olub, .

“That thought provéd an mﬁplratlon W1th-
~out reahzmg it, Mrs, Townsend had started at
- the heart of things. A little hil of prevention
in indeed- worth such a heap’ of cure! Her
- miniaturs elih was brought to the attentlom
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and not long
.afterward three bishopg and three woinen held .
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& meeting a.t Lambeth Palace, London. At this
* gathering the Girls’ Fr1end13r Socmtv was or-
organized, its-stated .
help—retigious™ and sgculav—sympathy a.nd
prayer. - it grew—and grew. Moday it dum-
bers nearly haif a milllon memberg end is rep-
resented in every part of the world where the
Emnglish lauﬂuage ig gpoken.
*. “In order to cax ry out the protectlve Idea to
S the fulleSt extent, little: girls ‘are t.lken into
the . society as ca,nd1dateg between, the ages
—ﬁ@wﬁya_a_ti_twelve years. At twelve-they may

‘be admitiéd to menbersklp, when they recelve

' gimple badge with thé motto, “Bear ye ohe
umther g hurdens.” .. They pledge themgelves to
be friendly to all girls and to #tand for purity.
‘of life, dutifilness to parents, faithfnlnéss in

work, and thrift—which tour old- fashloned vir-.-
" tues form the corner gtone of: the socwty ‘They -
a.lso pledge themselves tor use dai]y the sn‘nple.

‘prayer of the society, thus 1nd1rect1y being
brought to realize that its underlylnw ‘idea 1is
" gpirituality.
“intoe the gualification for member Shlp, however,
.- 8 good character heiug the only. quulrement

- the assoclates, 1 d---
ommunicants of the Episcopal chireh,

The American Br‘anch

#enfed in 46 states in which are 745, blanches
One distinguishing feature of the organua.tmn
Y5 the fact that most of the workers contribute

. -thelr services. A centra] office .is 1nainizined .

-"in New Yoik and a branch office in.Chlcago,
j'et, only four paid h/alpels are employed
“Og-operating with the president of the go-
¢1ety are eight vice- presidenis, or presiding
 officers, who hve in different sections -of the
coun‘rw, each ! h"!vmcr charge of her own pro-
¥ince —which comcides with the dlocesan or-
Edmznnoj -0t .the echurch; Then comes the

. #tate organization and within that the -loeal,

-with its Granclies.

“Tha gociéty dues are’ abtomchmfly low—3¢
cents o year.  OF thilg one cent a month is apa
blled tn the gupport of the national work, dne
cent tothe dfeceszan and one to the brano‘

- ith thly ons cent per member that goes into
'i-‘-hh iressury Df the DZ—LLLJDJ.]. fund .the cgxtral

objects . being mutual -

-help individual: girls.-
,thc-a motto.
"is paying for the ednecation of Ramona, a-little
No restrictions of creed enter

-4 But officers and other- leaders of the socleiy—
- as they are. called--must he

"™Thes American branch of the society, found- -
“ed in 1877, has a membership of 44 630—repre--

ofice iz almost entir\ely maintamed is g
this a shining exaniple of the value of thrift? A
<*In " Micbigan the Girls” -Friendly has 22

branches, 14 of which are in Detroit. As a rule
these brzmches meet once a week, either in -
‘The even-j

parish houses or in private homes.
ings are devoted to classes In literature,in’ 80- -
cial ‘gervice, missions, gewing, cooldrng, phvsma.l
culture, mursing-and Red Cross Worh

“But the goclety also does a la.rge smonnt of
worlc for causes and- people outside _1tse1f—
those. respousible for the organization- feelin;

.that only through serving otherg is it possible =
to develop the . highest typée of christian- ‘char-,

acter. Inferest:.in . misgions, ‘for instapee, us-:
ually expreseeg ttseélf in gifts ' that ta.l':e the
Torm of schelarships,- Thus’ individual’ girls -
I is only llvmg ap to -
Tor exatnple, the Michigan branch

Philippine girl whose home is in Mamla.
year the combined societies in - the

States gave more thah $i2.000 for such pur-
poses. They also contrlbute ocoasmnaﬂy to. re-

Last

- lief work, havmcr just collécted and sent $1.2

to the Amerlcan Réd Cros In thig connec-
tion may be mentioned an interestiniz phase of
the society’s activlties in England.” Tt is try-
Ing to care for hnrdreds of English girls whao
lhave been ohliged to return to the coniinent on-

account of the war and are, most of them, cut’

of work. To thig end a center has been open-
ed where they are being frained for nseful posi-
tlons and will be sent-as rapidly as possmle
to variods English colonies
ing costs about $€ a week. As an expression of -
disterly sympathy the American SOClEtV has
sent a contribution to the wotl. s _

. “Members of the society are qateguarded 111
travellng. by bemcr-'met at I‘a.ﬂlO'Id ttations.
This work 1s doue .entirely by  volinteers.

Word of a girl's con+emplatﬂd arrival Ts sent:
or to-

ahead to ‘the chairman @f the branch—
the ‘rector or a parishioner,
branch in that particular towr.
“At the Meminhis’ meeting, which had 3:!1 nn-
usually large attendance, it wag declded to take
definite sfeps to-work in co-operation with the
National Travelers' Ald society at the Pan-
Txoesition.”
Mlgs Sibley llehu told of the worlk 115 BoT.

it there l8 mo

Hvery
~mouth there iz 2 social evening g, Wlth dan'cing - whe:
and refreshments,

nited’

Wach glil's tra.1r|-_

uéctlou with, the ﬂucietys !oclges and Hohda
Housges.

Lodvea are selt supportmg homeq fDI‘lbel
respectmg ‘girls. The iden”. ;l‘% eomparat!vel
.dew.in ‘this’ ceuntry, while there ‘are 200 slic
Ln Bagland—-as. well as representative oneg i

T Frankfort, Petrograd, Capetown and sl

« T A_menca successful lodges yha¥v
IL stabhshed in New York, . Washmgtm
Prowdencq 1 Mempms, Teun Lmui,vlllu

; T

well - met at p fer

; (2:Inn, the :Young Womeh's Chifstia
assomatwn “the Bara.t club” and. Wood ndg
Inp "'(the last named; under: ~the’ auspices ¢

bhrlst ‘Church Guildy;: At the annual )
it was voted to estabhsh a’lodge in'iSdn; Fra

‘clsco to be open dDI‘lnﬂ' the sn: months. of fh
expomtmn

Huflday "H ou ses.’

Holiday Houses e}ust‘m 18 stat _They a]
chﬂrmlng places ‘where, /at 'z nominal cog
T pirls. may en]oy a two weeks” vacatlou in’ bea
“tifal, scenery among congenidl ’ compamon
There ‘are’; several Hollday Houges .on‘the’ . A
‘lantic, two in.the’ Rockle one on La.ke Georg
and five in the mlddle We&.t "The one at Pir
Lake; Oakland. county, :familiar to. Detroite:
'who 1ndu1°’e in suburban travel, is cons1dere
the best eqmpped inthe country. -

. A beautifil, three~storled wide-y r-mdahs
w}nte honge w1th green’ hlmds, get in the hea:
of an-orchard, and futther snrréunded by 1(
acres ‘of Woad and farm land, is the visic
that greots, the clty-weary gir] who ig fortunal
enough to- enjoy 'the ‘hospitality ot - Holida
House " She may not Enow :that the properd
Wwas acouired and the house built 12 years ag
by the aid of generous -Detroit citizens; ths
the house ‘ways furnished chlefiy by Lntereste
associates and méembers of the society; an
'fhat the whole repregents an expenditure «
Thous:and‘a of dollars,” But she does know .the
she is happy. there;-that every one Isg ver
Irind to, het; and thdt it fs oh, so restfnlf .

“Think of- getting all this for $8.60,a weel
and not a dish to wasp!™ exclalmed a gue
lagf pummer. The charge 1g 3350 a Week t
mumbe‘ra and, T,E tc non- momber... .




e

"""My -1dea. of a real vaca.tion," anothel -girl-
was heard tg- remark, “is nothing in the world |
to do and all the time in the world to do it in;”

You- see, the' assocmtes who mother Holiday
'.-House understa,nd that & girl 'who -works hard.-
all dayin an office or faetnry, and then perha.ps
‘has to o heme at might and help, is.none the
woree Ior a complete change -and reIaxa.tlon
.Thus onie of the heaviest expenses of the house
is for service—hut tha.t monev 15 nut pa.ld out
,grudglngly :

Hvery girl. Whe goes from: Holiday Houﬁe
‘takes with her a’ memory of’ befmty and good
-cheer and hospltellty She’ carries AawRY & .
mental picture of wonderful hours in the coun-
try and on the lake; of wide porches gay with’
pillowed ha.mmoc}.s- of a preat, comfortable
living room, made mvitinr with golt hangings,
window geats, easy chalrs and a ﬁrepl'l.ce whare
real logs crackle gnd hlaze on every coul even-
Ing; of Jolly mealtimes In the dining rodm; of
hér own eleeping room, so attractive in its i'ur-=
.nithhgs She remembers, too, the services im.
the Iittle chgpel thai leads from the dining
réom, over the door of wh:[ch is .the gppro-
Priate.- 1nscpiptlﬁn “In ﬂ:l:la pla,ce 1 will give
- peace e

Hohday H‘euse proper eccummodateﬁﬂ. 40
Eussty and, opens Tate In .Tu_ne, the first weel
being given ayer to- Mg younger gontingent, ths
eandjdates. In mdditlon thers is g charming
‘old farmhouse on the preperty, called “Aunt
Mary’e Regt, Cetta.*?e;"’ “which wag . rermodeled-
and furpished by Mre. K. Adlington Newinan in .

TARMATE W & helevad auedd! Siloe BEar—
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'visitor to zo beat rldint, with her.

.at- Holiday - Hotge,
. than the chemists

&

W, SIBLEY,

ROOM

.. Newman pays. Tor . al] improvements on
the dottage and carries the deficit.

or those who are mervously worn-out, -~ ¢

A splendld garden snpplies the table of 'both .
houses with vegetables, and an abundance. of ..
‘milk’ is' brought from - ‘neighboring farms.
"girls have -the -use of five rowhoats and thisg
year a heautlfully equipped launch was added’

.The

to .their pleasures. 'The “Lady of the. Lake”

: holds 40 passengers and many Were the .moon-
~lignt rides on which it ook them about Pine,

lake. «.One-of 'the little candidates invited a

“Why.
Mary,” said ‘the guest, “can you manage a
boat?”  “Oh,.sure, I can, ;" wag the emphatie
repl:v' “Miss Blan}. leafnt me to oar last R:irhii
mar,”

Plenty of nourﬂhine food and plenty ‘of out-
docr life’ are the tonics most eften plebCribed
God’s medlcine is hetter

Although p matren is alway‘a in char e——the

"kind .whe knows juat hew to malke girld com-

fortable and happy—Miss Sibley &nd other as-
goclates fake turng fn golng out from Detroﬂ
for brisf gtays. - Offen to thess women comes
en oppertunity to cevmsel or emcourzee z girl
when she 1s most In need of such help., A few
HepHong Bfo 0, YoUng woman who had: been
worlting -in & fectory for tem yearg at a
mrmotoqeus occupation happened to, be a guest
Bt Holideay Fouse. . 'She had become ss dead-
erad, so disoouraged, that '-ehe hd.d ng a.mbitjm

- ¢ompanions -and the visiting associates,

" several promotions.
‘mmilal story

" est work of the -GHrls'

NEWLY RLECTED NETIONAL
THE GIRLE FRIEN LY S"OCiEE“i

| o PHDTD@RAPH éy C’ m_rHMFS

-—ﬂ.nd haa almoet rea,ched the recklese Btagm
"Touched by the friendliness of the matron, her
pha
was iuspired to take g fresh start. Throa"h
the help of one of the members she secured n
pOSlthn in an office, which opened the way for
Many a girl could,tell

The Alexandrlnu He.»t Room

Dphcatmm. for Holiday House are recelvedl
at the ‘Alexandrine Rest Room, headquarters of
the .society, locatéd on the third floor of the
Broadway market building.. This is the new-
Friendly - Society, and
Wiis undertaken by the Social Service commit
Ltee, of which Miss Kate Sibley is chairman—
the * other: ‘members. being fifteeq: representa.w
hves from Vvarioug’ Detrcut branches.

"This 'memorial to Alexandrme ‘Sibley oL~
slgts of two Dleasant .rooms, charmingly and
guitably furnished. - While it serves ag head-
quarters for tha Social Service committee, ik
s deszigned eBpecially for the use ‘of memhere

,Who&e branches contribute ioward its support

and to any other girl of Eood character upon
payment of ole dollar a year The front room
is fitted with lounges, comtortable chairs, tables
contalning good readmg inatter and a cahinet
of jams. and jelties—made st Holiday Houseﬁ-
which are on sale. One of the accompanymg

. pictures shows a’ coruer of this ropm, ‘photo-

Twelve
girly may - here be cared for—couva]escent girlb :

- Palace. .

graphed just before the' noon hour. 'In it are’
Miss Kate * Sibley and two’ “regular patronﬁ"’

“The back room has facilities for preparing

“light Tunekeon and supper. and 'for . serviug

whatever. the- memhers mdy choose to. bring
with them from home. ‘Already girls are avail-
ing themselves of this unfignal privilege—and
they ‘have * ereat Inn with their light house-
keepmg “This room is alse the office of the
matmn ~who is on duty from 10:30 a. m; wntil
§:40 p."m. During the '1bsence of Miss E.
Thlstle Greene, an unusually Successful worker

‘ginpng girls, Mrs, Mary Harmon, a capable anﬂ

devoted assocnate, ig in charge.

Tea. is served on Sunday atterneons, differ-'
‘ent branches ‘of the somety in .turn actmg 88

" Dostesses A girl, or’group of’ girlg' wxghmg b

glve a_party, may rent the rdom on any week
day eVenlng at a cost of only, one. doIlar Dur
ing the Chrlstmas shopplno rush it is planned

‘to serve to the public light refreshments dur-

ing the noon hour and between § and 8 p. m.
And thus thiz wonderful organization, 'with
its many phases .of work, bas grown out of
that 1ittle meeting held years ago in Lambeth
In Detroit the -gdciety was started
twenty-three years ago, meimbers of the. lpis-
gopal churéh hers giving it .continued and
enthumastlc support. _Miss Sibley’s connee-
tlon ‘with the local branch dates almost from
itg becrmmng Only through gervice such as
_she and her associites are qualified to glve
could it have the influnce that beyond doubt
it does have among the girls who are bmu.,ht
Wlthin ita ﬁ.ne protectlon

: 0mcers of the Girls’
Michlgan are: Miss Frances W, Sibley, presi
dent; Miss Kate Sihlsy, first vice-president;
_Mre.. J, B Emerson, second .vicepresldent:
M‘m Wllllam Torrance, secretary: Miss Bdith
E. Conely, ‘tréasurer. Hxecutive committee—
Miss Frencex Sibley, Miss Kate Sibley, Mra
Torrence, Miss Conely, Mrs. Emerson, M
Joseph Tey—ier Mra., F. B. Stevens, Mre. P, A.
@sburn, Mrs, W. H. Browne. Committes om
misslons, Miss Delia Warriner chairmansg
gommittes on literature, Mlss Flzabeth Will
Jfams, chalrman; . committes on candidates,
Mra, W.. H,,Er,owne, chiairman; commitiss of

Fylendly Soviety eof
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HIGHLIGHTS

Way

arto  Ricans,
:ans of many
h white and
her at Christ
Y. This is
sod and, says
1 in the GTS

:-seeing lead-
iblished GFS
moving into
' were white,
t they all be-
am this start,
intercultural
OW sofmme ser-
sessions are
v the Spanish
achial school
nt races and
e by side to
rithmetic, re-

Imission Ser-
spanish Choir
igh, the Eve-
Spanish and
ssion Service
f the Spanish
in Colombia,
itted as Asso-
spanish GFS.
five English-
itted as Sen-
rs were eight
panish-speak-

5 Week was

rvice a parish
mothers and
served to one
nbers of fam-

Gap

to those dio-
~ helped bridge

‘4 when there
> to our shift
st such extra
re Juniors of
21, Louisville,
r’s, Hoosick
[ St. Mark’s,
., Pa.; Spon-
hrist Church.

Wordd ssemtily Winnerns #unnounced The Girle' Friendly

Winners of the GFS. World As-
sembly Contest have heen announced
by the president of the GFS. These
ave the girls who will represent the
GFS, US.A. in England next June.
Delegate ai large, elected by National
Assembly, Barbara Boyle of Passaic,
N.J.; Province 1 Rosanne Sarojak of
Bristol, Conn.; Province 11 Martha
Jackson of Newark, N.Y.; Province
11T Miriam Knowles of Philadelphia,

Pa.; Province IV Beverly Marmion

of Louisville, Ky.; Province V An-
drea Liller of Detroit, Mich.; Pro-
vince VI Mary Lou Sommers of Dun-
das, Minn.; Province VII Kay Gun-
nison of Columbia, Mo.; Province
VIII Lynn Eastman of Eureka, Cal.

The quality of essays and the let-

ters submitted by the girls were of
such a high quality that the commit-
tee wished that all those entering
might have received a ticket for the
5.5. Liberte and all the excitement.

These girls represent the GFS in
the Provinces of the Church. As we
go to press, we hear that some of the
other girls who qualified may be sent
by GFS dioceses. Watch the next
HicuricuTs for further announce-
ments.

Great plans are in store. These
girls will represent all GFS, USA.
at the great GFS pageant in Albert
Hall. We have been asked to present
a typical American square dance.

Congratulations to these fortunate
girls. We know that vou will make

us proud of you.

By Epcar A. GUuesT*

This week seventy-seven years old!
Here’s their motto briefly told:
“Not for self; for others live.”
Better counsel none can give.

Round the world their aid is known;
Friends to those who live alone;
Unto all they find in need

Doers of the gentle deed.

Said the Master: “This you care,
One another’s burdens share.”
Faithful all at every post,

That they do from coast to coast.

Iriendly girls, with tender grace,
Making earth a happier place.
This the sum of their careers:
Seventy-seven unselfish years.

* Copyright by Edgar A, Guest, Used by per-
i=sion,

The above poem, written by Edgar A.
Guest, appeared in eountless newspapers
throughout the U. §. in his syndicated
eolumn during GFS Week. We thank Mr.
Guest for his good wishes and his per-
mission to quote his verses for vou, in
case you didn’t read them then.

GFS in Japan

A fine newspaper picture of GFS
girls carrying candles at their Admis-
sion Service, appeared in The Man-
ichi, Japanese newspaper; after GFS
Week. It told that a GFS Rally was
held at Christ Cathedral, Osaka, with
150 members from three cities taking
part. Bishop Yashiro, head of the
Japanese Episcopal Church, gave the
address; and Bishop Yanagihara pre-
sidled over the candlelight service.

Another GFS has been started in
Rikkyo with twenty members by
Miss Tto who started severa! branches

in the fall in northern Japan. The
girls of Holy Trinity, Osaka, could
use your old Christmas cards. They -
worked ail last year making cards and
calendars and were most successiul
at their bazaar. St. Timothy’s GFS
worked with cookie dough every Sat-
urday afternoon prior to GFS Week
and had a grand food sale. Thev are
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Girls’ Friendly Society 70| G

Several weeks ago we received a report on the 2007 National Assembly of the Girls’ Friendly Soci-
ety. This organization once played an important role in the life of Christ Church so we thought you
might he interested to know more about its history, and Jo Zedan has provided an account of its
role 1n this parish and her memories as a participant.

The GFS was founded in 1875 in England by Mary Elizabeth Townsend. It was the first organiza-
tion for women in the Church of England. Its purpose was to provide a place for girls who were not
married and who had been sent to the city by their families to work in textile mills, to experience
friendship and recreation in a fellowship of Christian love and service. As this new organization
was a place for finding comfort and friendship, the name Girl’s Friendly Society was decided upen.

In 1877, Elizabeth Mason, the rector’s daughter from St. Anne’s Church in Lowell, Mass., saw girls
leaving their homes to find jobs. In 1877 she organized the first GFS branch in the United States.
In the late 1800’s, GFS members assisted young women entering this country by providing housing
and helping them find jobs. In 1887, it played a role in establishing the Traveler’s Aid Society. Dur-
ing the war years, members could be found sheltering and aiding refugees and raising funds to help

the Red Cross purchase ambulances. Its missionary work has spread across the country and around
the world.

Today, the GI'S is a national volunteer organization in the Episcopal Church for young women from
the ages of 5 to 21. Diocesan and local branches develop and create their own programs with the
commitnient to serve the needs of young women in this changing world. The purpose remains the
same, to provide an organization dedicated to helping young women grow within a fellowship of
love and mutual respect.

The Girls’ Friendly Society at Christ Church, Detroit
By Josephine Zedan

On February 22, 1894 the Girls’ Friendly Society was organized at Christ Church. After a rocky
start it was launched again in 1897 with success. In 1923 Miss Margaret Wilson became the Parish
Visitor and moved into Sibley House until the Neighborhood House operation was moved to Brady
House, where the parking lot is now. The daughter of a physician she came to Christ Church as a
child and continued tc be active after her family moved to the west side. She was patient, kind and
understanding, and a teacher by profession. She taught Sunday School for six years and in 1929
hecame Hostess at Neighborhood House where she had oversight of the Girls’ Friendly Society
among many other parish responsibilities.

GFS met monthly at Neighborhood House, known now as Sibley House. In addition to meetings we
attended chapel on the 3% floor and participated in games. The GFS had a camp we attended dur-
ing the summer for a week. Holiday House was located at Pine Lake in Oakland County. There
were three cottages for the girls. Birds Nest was the cottage for preteens, Holiday House for teens,
and Rest Cottage for post-teens. There were rowboats, a dock for swimming and a raft, hiking,
games and chapel. The girls enjoyed this weel at camp and we often saw the lady in charge riding
her horse around the grounds.

As times changed, many of the girls moved away and Miss Wilson allowed me to advance to the
next group so I was able to join the senior members. At that time I also began teaching Sunday
School and served on the altar committee. At that time we always had to wear a hat and white
gloves. How times have changed!

I continued to participate in the Girls' Friendly Society until the Christ Church Chapter merged
with the Episcopal Women's Evening group some time in thel950’s; and the Women's Evening
Group, originally the Business and Professional Women's Group, was active well into the 1970’s.

For more on the history of the local chapter see pp. 69, 81, 86-90 and 134 of Christ Church Detroil: A Beacon of Hope.
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